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Summary
Social and Cultural Theory. Anthropological ways of knowing are structured around a dazzling array of theoretical perspectives, many of which are shared with other disciplines in the social sciences. The purpose of this course is both to introduce students to a range of the most important theoretical work in the field and to provide a basic grounding in theory as such, unpacking the epistemological problems that lay just beneath the surface of all intellectual work. Over the semester students will be exposed to a variety of theoretical orientations, classic and contemporary, and grounded in “scientific” as well as “humanistic” paradigms.
Objectives and Expectations
Course Objectives: By completing required readings and assignments students will (1) develop a basic understanding of scientific and humanist epistemological perspectives as they apply to anthropology; (2) acquire a working knowledge of the major theoretical perspectives that inform and have informed social and cultural anthropology; and (3) recognize theoretical approaches as they appear in ethnographic and other texts. They will learn to analyze and communicate the strengths and weaknesses of a given theoretical approach in specific contexts.
Prerequisites. Introductory cultural anthropology or the permission of the instructor.
Attendance. Students are expected to attend every class and to come to class prepared to participate in the discussions—classroom participation will constitute a significant portion of the course grade. Any student who must miss a class for any reason (including religious obligations) should inform the instructor before class begins.
Readings. Unless otherwise indicated all readings are mandatory and must be completed before class. Students will be responsible for submitting a weekly written précis of assigned readings (see below).
Participation. Students are expected to participate in class discussions, offering comments and questions and responding to each other.
Late Work. I reserve the right to refuse to accept or to grade down late work except in the case of emergency or by prior arrangement and/or in accord with college academic policy. Students who have documented special needs should contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester.
Assignments
Weekly Reading Précis. Beginning week two students will be responsible for writing a short analytic summary of either the A-readings or the B-readings for that week. (Note that lecture/discussion will, broadly speaking, focus on the A-readings on Tuesdays and the B-readings on Thursday). These summary/analyses should be 250 to 750 words in length and provide commentary that both addresses the main points of the various authors and makes some attempt to compare authorial perspectives where appropriate, or apply the theory in question to a familiar social circumstance. These writings must be submitted no later than 9AM the morning of the first class for that week. (Tuesday mornings for Spring Semester 2005). 
Reading summaries should be submitted via secure weblog. Instructions for setting up and posting to your can be found on the course homepage. (Note: If you have trouble setting up your weblog, contact me immediately; if for any reason your weblog is non-functional, you should send me a copy of your work cut and pasted into the body of an email). I will provide commentary in the same format. Note that work received after the deadline will be graded down accordingly. No précis is required for the final week of class. 
Also note students are allowed to “opt out” of up to 3 weekly writing assignments without penalty. This means that students must complete at least 10 weekly writing assignments, each of which will be worth up to 3 points, or a total 30. These weekly assignments will be worth 30% of the course grade.
Classroom Participation. Students are expected to participate in classroom discussions. You should come to every class with reading notes, ready to answer questions from the instructor or other students, to ask questions of your own, and to raise relevant issues related to the texts being studied. This participation will constitute 20% of the course grade, weighted 50% toward attendance and 50% toward active participation.
Exams

Midterm and Final Exams. There will be two exams for this course, each of which will be worth 25 points, or 25% of the course grade. Both tests will be of the “take home” variety, requiring students to write a number of analytic essays. It is expected that they will refer to course texts and reference works in completing these exams. Any use of such textual sources, of course, must be appropriately cited. Of course students are expected to do their own work.
The midterm will be handed out at the end of class, the last class before Spring Break and is due on the first day of class after break. The midterm will cover material from the first half of the course.
The final will be handed out on the last regular day of class and is due no later than the end of the normally assigned final exam slot for the class. The final will focus on materials covered during the second half of the course, but may include material from the first half of the course as well.
Take home exams can either be handed to me personally or (preferably) emailed to me as an attachment in a MS Word for windows or compatible format. If you send your test answers via email, I will acknowledge that I have received and can open them.  In either case answers should be neatly typed.

Grading Summary

Course grades will be based on the following criteria:
10 Weekly Précis

3 points each (30 points total)
Midterm Exam

25 points
Final Exam


25 points
Classroom Participation
20 points


This makes for a total of 100 points that students can possibly earn. Letter grades will be assigned based on the number of points earned as follows: (Note: students will not be graded on a curve, but against a set standard of points earned.)
93 - 100 
= 
A
91 – 92
=
A-

89 - 90
=
B+

82 – 88
=
B

80 – 81
=
B-

78 - 79
=
C+

70 - 77
=
C
68 - 69
=
C-

66 - 67
=
D+

59 - 65
=
D

below 59
=
F

Course Materials

The following books should be purchased for the course.
Adams, William Y. 1998. The Philosophical Roots of Anthropology. Stanford, CA: CSLI Publications.
Bourdieu, Pierre. 1977. Outline of a Theory of Practice. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Durkheim, Emile. 1915. Elementary Forms of the Religious Life. New York: Free Press. (any edition or translation)
Foucault, Michele. 1979. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. New York: Vintage.
Giddens, Anthony. 1971. Capitalism and Modern Social Theory: An Analysis of the Writings of Marx, Durkheim and Max Weber. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Wolf, Eric R. 1982. Europe and the People without History. Berkeley: University of California Press.

The following essays and excerpts are available either on reserve in the library or on electronic reserve accessible via the course web pages.
Asad, Talal. 1986. The Concept of Cultural Translation in British Social Anthropology. In Writing Culture: The Poetics and Politics of Ethnography, eds. James Clifford and George Marcus, 141 - 164. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Appaduri, Arjun. 1988. Introduction: Place and Voice In Anthropological Theory. Current Anthropology 3 (1): 16 – 20
Benedict, Ruth. 1934. Selections. Patterns of Culture, 1 – 51 and 232 – 258. New York: Mentor Books.

Boas, Franz. 1982a. The Aims of Anthropological Research [1932]. In Race, Language and Culture, 243 – 59. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Boas, Franz. 1982b. The Limitations of the Comparative Method of Anthropology [1896]. In Race, Language and Culture, 260 – 69. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Bunzl, Matti. 1996. Franz Boas and the Humboldtian Tradition: From Volksgeist and Nationalcharakter to an Anthropological Concept of Culture. In Volksgeist as Method and Ethic: Essays on Boasian Ethnography and the German Anthropological Tradition, ed. George W. Stocking, Jr., 17 - 78. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press.

Butler, Judith. 1990. Selections. Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity, pages tba. New York: Routledge.

Crapanzon, Vincent. 1986. Hermes’ Dilemma: The Masking of Subversion in Ethnographic Description. In Writing Culture: The Poetics and Politics of Ethnography, eds. James Clifford and George Marcus, 51 – 76. Berkeley: University of California Press.
Douglas, Mary. 1967. The Meaning of Myth, with Special Reference to “La Geste d’ Asdiwal”. In The Structural Study of Myth and Totemism, ed. Edmund Leach, 49 – 69. London: Tavistock.
Eliot, Anthony. 1999. Selections. In Social Theory & Psychoanalysis in Transition: Self and Society from Freud to Kristeva, 110 – 181. New York: Free Association Books.
Engels, Frederick. 1884. Chapter Two: The Family (parts 1 -4). In The Origin of the Family, Private Property, and the State. Hottingen-Zurich. (Available online via a link on the course homepage at: http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1884/origin-family/ch02.htm).

Evans-Pritchard, E. E. 1976. Selections. In Witchcraft, Oracles and Magic Among the Azande, preface & 1 – 55. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Fanon, Frantz. 1967. Selections. Black Skin, White Masks, 83 – 140. New York: Grove Press.
Frazer, James George. 1951 [1922]. Chapter 3: Sympathetic Magic and Chapter 24: The Killing of the Divine King. In The Golden Bough: A Study in Magic and Religion 1 Vol., Abridged Ed. New York: MacMillan Company.
Freud, Signmund. 1950. The Horror of Incest. In Totem and Taboo, trans. James Strachey. New York: W. W. Norton & Compnay.

Freud, Sigmund. 1954. Selections. In The Interpretation of Dreams, trans. James Strachey, 277 – 404.
Goodman, Jane. 2003. The Proverbial Bourdieu: Habitus and the Politics of Representation in the Ethnography of Kabylia. American Anthropologist 105 (4): 782 – 
Leach, Edmund.  1969. Genesis as Myth. In Genesis as Myth and Other Essays, 7 – 24. London: Jonathan Cape.

Levi-Strauss, Claude. 1963. Selections. In Structural Anthropology vol. 1, trans. C. Jabobson and B. G. Schoepf, 31 – 97 & 167 – 231. New York: Basic Books.

Levi-Strauss, Claude. 1967. The Story of Asdiwal. In The Structural Study of Myth Totemism, ed. Edmund Leach, 1 – 47. London: Tavistock Publications Ltd.
Lowie, Robert H. Selections. In The History of Ethnological Theory, 19 – 85. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston.

Marx, Karl. 1947. The German Ideology. Available in varies editions and translations or accessible here http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/cw/volume05/index.htm, read “Opposition of the Materialist and Idealist Outlooks” through “Forms of Social Consciousness”.
Marx, Karl. 1867. Part 1. Capital vol. 1. Available in many readily available editions, in the library or here http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/cw/volume35/index.htm.

Morgan, Lewis Henry. 1877. Forward, About the Author, Preface and Chapter One: Ethnical Periods. London: MacMillan & Co. (Available online via a link on the course homepage at: http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/morgan-lewis/ancient-society/index.htm).
Ortner, Sherry B. 1999. Thick Resistance: Death and the Cultural Construction of Agency in Himalayan Mountaineering. In The Fate of “Culture”: Geertz and Beyond, ed. Sherry B. Ortner, 136 – 164. Berkeley: University of California Press.
Rapp, Rayna. 2001. Gender, Body, Biomedicine: How Some Feminist Concerns Dragged Reproduction to the Center of Social Theory. Medical Anthropology Quarterly 15 (4): 466 – 77.

Said, Edward. 1978. Selections. Orientalism, 1 – 30 and 201 – 225. New York: Pantheon.

Sangren, Steve. 1988. Rhetoric and the Authority of Ethnography: "Postmodernism" and the Social Reproduction of Texts. Current Anthropology 29 (3): 405 – 435.
Sapir, Edward. 1921. Chapter 1: Introduction and Chapter 2: Elements of Speech. In Language: An Introduction to the Study of Speech. New York: Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich.
Sökefeld, Martin. 1999. Debating Self, Identity, and Culture in Anthropology.
Current Anthropology 40 (4): 417 - 47.

Somers, Margaret and Gloria Gibson. 1994. Reclaiming the Epistemological “Other”: Narrative and the Social Construction of Identity. In Social Theory and the Politics of Identity, ed. Craig Calhoun, 37 – 99. Cambridge, MA: Blackwell.

Stocking, George W. Jr. 1982a. “Cultural Darwinism” and “Philosophical Idealism” in E. B. Tylor. In Race, Culture, and Evolution: Essays in the History of Anthropology, 91 - 109. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Stocking, George W. Jr. 1982b. The Dark-Skinned Savage: The Image of Primitive Man in Evolutionary anthropology. In Race, Culture, and Evolution: Essays in the History of Anthropology, 110 - 132. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Stocking, George W. Jr. 1982c. Franz Boas and the Culture Concept in Historical Perspective. In Race, Culture, and Evolution: Essays in the History of Anthropology, 195 - 233. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Stocking, George W. Jr. 1996a. Boasian Ethnography and the German Anthropological Tradition. In Volksgeist as Method and Ethic: Essays on Boasian Ethnography and the German Anthropological Tradition, ed. George W. Stocking, Jr., 3 – 8. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press.
Stocking, George W. Jr. 1996b. Boasian Ethnography and the German Anthropological Tradition. In Volksgeist as Method and Ethic: Essays on Boasian Ethnography and the German Anthropological Tradition, ed. George W. Stocking, Jr., 3 – 8. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press.

Turner, Victor. 1967. Betwixt and Between: The Liminal Period in Rites de Passage. In The Forest of Symbols: Aspects of Ndembu Ritual, 93 – 111. Ithaca: Cornell University Press.

Whorf, Benjamin Lee. 1956a. The Relation of Habitual Thought and Behavior to Language [1939]. In Language, Thought, and Reality: Selected Writings of Benjamin Lee Whorf, ed. John Caroll, 134 – 59. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.
Whorf, Benjamin Lee. 1956b. Language, Mind and Reality [1941]. In Language, Thought, and Reality: Selected Writings of Benjamin Lee Whorf, ed. John Caroll, 246 - 69. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.
Yalman, Nur. 1967. The Raw : the Cooked :: Nature : Culture—Observations on Le Cru et le cuit.  In The Structural Study of Myth and Totemism, ed. Edmund Leach, 71 - 89. London: Tavistock.

Yuval-Davis, Nira. Ethnicity, Gender Relations and Multiculturalism. In Race, Identity, and Citizenship: A Reader, eds. R. Torres, L. Miron, and J. Inda, 112 – 125. Oxford: Blackwell.

Zizek, Slavoj. 1991. Selections. In Looking Awry: An Introduction to Jacques Lacan through Popular Culture, 21 – 47. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press.

Schedule & Outline
Week One 

Class 1: What is Theory (Tue., 18 Jan 2005)
Admin: General overview of the course, administrative policies and grading.
Lecture: What is theory? What is anthropological theory?
Class 2: Historical Roots of Anthropology (Thur., 20 Jan 2005)
Lecture/Discussion: Anthropology, Self-Knowledge and Philosophy
Readings: A. Adams 1998, 1 – 262 B. Stocking 1982a, 91 – 109

Week Two 
Class 3: Culture, Society & Evolution (Tue., 25 Jan 2005)

A. Lecture: Social Evolutionism
Class 4: Uses and Abuses of Evolution in Cultural Theory (Thur., 27 Jan 2005)

A. Lecture/Discussion: Evolutionary Legacies and Controversies
Readings: A. Morgan 1877, preface & chapter one; Engels 1884, chapter two (The Family); Frazer 1951, chapter 3 (Sympathetic Magic) and chapter 24 (The Killing of the Diving King); B. Lowie 1960, 19 – 85; Stocking 1982b, 110 – 132.
Week Three

Class 5: The Boasian Legacy (Tue., 1 Feb 2005)
A. Lecture: Naturwissenschaft vs. Geistwissenschaft 
Class 6: The “Science” of Anthropology (Thur., 3 Feb 2005)
A. Lecture/Discussion: Scientific vs. Humanistic Paradigms of Knowledge
Readings: A. Adams 1998, 263 – 334; Boas 1982a, 243 – 259; Boas 1982b, 270 – 280; Optional: Bunzl 1996, 17 – 79. B. Stocking 1996a, 3 – 8; Stocking 1982c, 195 – 233.
Week Four

Class 7: Culture & Personality (Tue., 8 Feb 2005)
A. Lecture: Mead and Benedict in Their Time
Class 8: Language & Culture (Thur., 10 Feb 2005)
A. Lecture/Discussion: Sapir, Whorf and Language
Readings:  A. Benedict 1934, 1 – 51 & Optional: 232 - 258; Mead 1935, 3 – 324. B. Whorf 1956a, 134 – 59; Whorf 1956b, 246 - 69; Sapir 1921, 1 - 41
Week Five

Class 9: Durkheim, Mauss and Social Structure (Tue., 15 Feb 2005)
A. Lecture: Society, Social Fact, Social Reality
Class 10: The Durkheimian Tradition in Anthropology (Thur., 17 Feb. 2005)
A. Lecture/Discussion: Using Durkheim, Benefits and Perils
Readings: A. Durkheim 1915, 1 – 234; B. Giddens 1971, 65 – 118
Week Six

Class 11: Freud, Psychoanalysis and Anthropology (Tue., 22 Feb 2005)
A. Lecture: Freud In and Out of Anthropology
Class 12: Lacan, Social Theory and Beyond (Thur., 24 Feb 2005)
A. Lecture/Discussion: The Individual and Social Context
Readings: A. Stocking 1996b, 13 – 49; Freud 1954, 277 – 404, Freud 1950, 3 - 23. 
B. Eliot 1999, 110 – 181; Zizek 1991, 21 – 47
Week Seven

Class 13: Weber and the Meaning of Things (Tue., 1 Mar 2005)
A. Lecture: Social Theory of Max Weber
Class 14: Geertz and Symbolic Anthropology (Thur., 3 Mar 2005)
Lecture/Discussion: Deep Play and Thick Description
Take home exams handed out at end of class, due March 15, in class.

Readings: A. Weber 1922, Chapters 1 – 16; Giddens 1971, 119 – 184. B. Geertz 1973a, 3 – 30 (Thick Description); Geertz 1973b, 412 – 454 (Deep Play); Ortner 1999, 136 – 164, Turner 1967, 93 – 111.
Mid-Term Break (March 5 - 13)
Week Eight

Class 15: Structural-Functionalism (Tue., 15 Mar 2005)
Lecture: Radcliffe-Brown, Evans-Pritchard and Comparative Sociology
Class 16: French Structuralism (Thur., 17 Mar 2005)
Lecture/Discussion: The Saussurian Legacy
Readings: A. Radcliffe-Brown 1965, 1 – 219; Optional: Evans-Pritchard 1976, 1 – 55. 
B. Saussure 1959, 1 – 139
Week Nine

Class 17: Structuralism in Anthropology (Tue., 22 Mar 2005)
Lecture: Levi-Strauss and French Structuralism in Anthropology
Class 18: In the Footsteps of Levi-Strauss (Thur., 24 Mar 2005)
Lecture/Discussion: Structural Analysis as a Working Tool
Readings: A. Levi-Strauss 1963, 31 – 97; 167 – 231; Optional: Levi-Strauss 1967, 1 – 47.
B. Leach 1969, 7 – 24; Douglas 1967, 49 – 69; Yalman 1967, 71 – 89
Week 10
Class 19: Marx and Social Theory (Tue., 29 Mar 2005)
Lecture: Kapital in the post-industrial world
Class 20: Marx and Anthropology (Thur., 31 Mar 2005)
Lecture/Discussion: Marx after Marxism
Readings: A. Marx 1867, Part 1, Chapter 1 – 3; Giddens 1971, 1 – 64. B. Marx 1847, Vol. 1 (The Germany Ideology); Optional: Giddens 1971, 185 – 247
Week 11

Class 21: Anthropology of Practice (Tue., 5 Apr 2005)
Lecture: Habits, Habitus, Doxa and  Bourdieu
Class 22: Practice Continued (Thur., 7 Apr 2005)
Lecture/Discussion: Fields, Cultural Capital and Practice
Readings:  Bourdieu 1977, 1 – 197; Goodman 2003, 782 – 93. 
Week 12

Class 23: Power and Post-Structuralism (Tue., 12 Apr 2005)
Lecture: About Foucault
Class 24: Colonial Critique and Post-Colonial Perspectives (Thur., 14 Apr 2005)
Lecture/Discussion: Between Fanon and Said
Readings: A. Foucault 1979, 3 – 308. B. Fanon 1967, 83 – 140; Said 1978, 1 – 30 and 201 - 225
Week 13

Class 25: Identity and Self (Tue., 19 Apr 2005)
Lecture: Aspects of Becoming Who We Are
Class 26: Gender and Feminist Theory (Thur., 21 Apr 2005)
Lecture/Discussion: Women, Men, Ambiguity, Sex and Gender
Readings: A. Somers & Gibson 1994, 37 – 99; Sökefeld 1999, 417 – 447. B. Rapp 2001, 466 – 77; Grosz 1989, 46 – 101; Optional: Butler 1990, tba.
Week 14

Class 27: Political Economy and Globalization (Tue., 26 Apr 2005)
Lecture: Where We Came From and Where We Are
Class 28: Globalization Cont. (Thur. 28 Apr 2005)
Lecture/Discussion: Where We Came From and Where We Are
Readings: A. Wolf 1982, 1 – 126 and 263 – 384
Week 15

Class 29: Complexity, Self-Critique and Humility (Tue., 3 May 2005)
Lecture/Discussion: What is theory in retrospect? 
Readings: Crapanzano 1986, 51 – 76; Asad 1986, 141 – 164; Appaduri 1988, 16 – 20; Sangren 1988, 405 – 435.
Note that the take home final will be passed out at the end of class and will be due during the regularly scheduled final exam period.
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