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Course Description
In his nineteenth century classic of political philosophy, The Leviathan, Thomas Hobbes wrote that “during the time men live without a common power to keep them all in awe, they are in that condition which is called war; and such a war as is of every man against every man,” and that under such conditions life can only be “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short” (Chapter 13). For millennia before, and centuries since, people have debated whether or not violence, aggression and war are something intrinsic to the human condition, or whether they are rather the product of human culture. And, if violence is somehow “natural” to us, can we like Hobbes imagine scenarios under which our violent impulses are held in check by some socially ordained mechanism.

The literature, social scientific and otherwise, on violence and war is vast indeed and this course will make no attempt to provide a comprehensive survey. Rather students will consider some of the major approaches to the study of violence developed in recent decades from an anthropological perspective. We will address five major themes:

(1) Biologically-based studies of violence

(2) Violence, war and the human past

(3) Nationalism and international order

(4) Gendered violence and the violence of everyday life

(5) Race and Genocide

In each case students will be exposed to a variety of perspectives and invited to examine the strengths and weaknesses of each position. Given the contested character of much of this work, critical thinking will be a must and students will be expected to draw their own conclusions for purposes of argument and exploration. 
The primary learning objectives of this course are for students to:

(1) Become familiar with the both the strengths and limitations of genetic and biologically-grounded arguments about violence;
(2) Become familiar with the history of human violence and the almost equally fraught history of ideas associated with trying to understand violence;

(3) Understand that the impact of war extends far beyond the military and the battlefield;
(4) Consider some of the ways in which violence as experienced in everyday life in the form of domestic violence, sexual violence and crime both shape and reflect cultures and social structure;

(5) Consider the limitations and responsibilities of state-level and international institutions in the face of genocidal violence.
Requirements and Expectations

Attendance. Regular attendance in this course is required. In-class assignments, discussions and groups work will constitute a significant portion of both your course grade and the learning experience of the course. Within the limits of institutional policy, I reserve the right to either lower your final grade or have you removed from the course if you are excessively absent. If you are having health or personal problems that impact your ability to attend, please come and see me in my office hours or make an appointment to see me as soon as possible so that we can make appropriate arrangements (http://department.monm.edu/stuserv/student-handbook/class-absence.htm).
Group Work. Early in the semester you will be assigned to a working group with whom you will work over the course of the semester. Group work is an important part of this course and will constitute a significant portion of your grade. 
Readings: All course readings are required unless marked as optional. I will call on students randomly to discuss or answer questions related to readings. I may also give periodic reading quizzes, the results of which will be considered in your participation grade.
Participation. This course will require you to participate actively, both in small groups, interacting with other students, and in class discussions. I will call on students randomly to answer questions or offer opinions. I know that not everyone is equally comfortable speaking in front of a group, but doing so is an essential life skill—I don’t require that you be brilliant or even comfortable, just that you do the reading and speak up. 
Civility. Many of the topics addressed in this course may raise strong feelings. No matter the topic, I expect you to respect each other, to refrain from interrupting someone who is speaking, and from dismissing anyone’s opinion out of hand. Comments and questions should be limited to the matter under discussion and under no circumstance reflect on the person responded to. I reserve the right to drop anyone from the course who cannot abide by these ground rules.
Non-Discrimination. In accord with institutional policy and applicable laws, there will be no discrimination in this course on the basis of race, ethnicity, sex/gender, ability/disability, sexual/affectional orientation, religion/spiritual beliefs or class. Your political beliefs and moral values will not be considered relevant for purposes of grading and evaluation—though see civility above.
Late Assignments. Assignments must be turned in on time in the manner specified. Except by prior arrangement or under emergency circumstances, I will grade late work a minimum of 10% lower.
Academic Dishonesty
Students are responsible for knowing college policy on plagiarism and related issues—e.g., cheating on exams—and will be held accountable for violations. Please be advised that I take these matters seriously and will actively pursue them (http://department.monm.edu/stuserv/student-handbook/academic.htm).
Assignments
This course is assignment-centered and the bulk of your grade for the semester will derive from my evaluation of your work on said assignments. Note that detailed instructions for major assignments, along with grading criteria, will be available via the course home page.
1. In-Class Writing. This is writing done quickly in class, usually in response to a specific short reading, film, or question from the instructor. Such writing will be assigned as a prelude to discussion with a partner, in your working group or with the class as a whole. If I ask you to write something, you should be prepared to turn it in. In-class writing might include quizzes or exercises. (100 points)
2. Group Assignments. From time to time I will ask each working group to complete a group project, typically in form of a power point presentation (though other formats might be possible), and present the results to the class. (100 points)
3. Participation. This part of your grade will reflect attendance, participation in class, and active posting of comments to live journal. (100 points)

Note that the assignment categories 1, 2 and 3 will be collectively worth 300 points, or 30% of your grade for the course.
4. Blogging. Each student will be responsible for setting up an account on lifejournal—a free, public-access blogging tool—adding myself and the other members of her working group as friends and posting a number of blogs and comments over the course of the semester.
Each student will be responsible for completing at least ten blog entries, each of which must be at least 250 words in length. Blogs are due every Friday, by midnight, and must cover one or more of the readings for the week just completely. Each blog is worth a maximum of 45 points. 
[Though you may also write blogs on films, speakers, and special events, these will be considered as “extra credit” (provided they are relevant to the class), and worth from 1 – 25 points, depending on the amount of effort and quality of the work.]
Over the course of the semester students will also be responsible for posting at least 10 comments on the blogs of those in their working group (or in the class more generally). These comments will not be graded per se, except if they do not meet the minimum requirements for a substantive comment (“nice job” by itself will not count as a comment; “you suck” is never appropriate. If you like what someone has to say, say why; likewise if you disagree). Each comment will be worth 5 points (to a maximum of 50 for the semester, but feel free to comment as often as you like—I will take active commenting beyond the required levels into consideration in your participation grade.

Detailed instructions for setting up a livejournal, adding friends and writing blogs for this course will be available via the course webpage—including my grading criteria and links to example blogs.
5. Critical Response Essay. Over the course of the semester each student will write two short essays that use concepts developed in the class to examine a contemporary issue related to violence. I will assign topics for these essays but am open to creative (and enthusiastic) alternative topics as proposed by individual students. Essays will be 1,000 – 2,000 words in length and require some outside research. Detailed instructions will be made available via the course web page and will be discussed in class at the time of each assignment. Each essay will be worth 100 points.
Exams

There will be no exams for this class.
Grading Summary

In-Class Writing
100 points
Group Work
100
Participation
100
Blogs

450
Comments

50
Essays

200
This makes for a total of 1000 points that students can possibly earn. Letter grades will be assigned based on the number of points earned as follows:
	A
	905 – 1000
	B-
	796 – 804
	D+
	686 – 695

	A-
	896 – 904
	C+
	786 – 795
	D
	605 – 685

	B+
	886 – 895
	C
	705 – 785
	D-
	596 – 604

	B
	805 – 885
	C-
	696 – 704
	F
	Below 596


A note on grading:  I will provide detailed grading rubrics for each major assignment, indicating the criteria I will use in assigning points. For more about grading see the grading link on the course home page.
Required Reading
Texts to be Purchased:

De Waal, Frans. 1990. Peacemaking Among Primates. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. ISBN: 067465921X
Kelly, Raymond. 2000. Warless Societies and the Origin of War. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. ISBN: 0472067389
Lutz, Catherine. 2002. Homefront: A Military City and the American Twentieth Century. Boston: Beacon Press. ISBN: 0807055093
Scheper-Hughes, Nancy and Philippe Bourgois, eds. 2004. Violence in War and Peace: An Anthology. Oxford: Blackwell. ISBN: 0631223495
Essays Available via Electronic Reserves:
Adorno, Theodor W. 1998. Education After Auschwitz, 191-204. In Critical Models, Interventions, and Catchwords. New York: Columbia University Press.
Anderson, Benedict. 1983. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. London: Verso, 11-49. 
Borneman, John. 1998. Toward a Theory of Ethnic Cleansing: Territorial Sovereignty, Heterosexuality, and Europe, 273 – 318. In Subversions of International Order: Studies in the Political Anthropology of Culture. Albany: State University of New York.
Bowman, Glen. 1996. Xenophobia, Fantasy and Nation: The Logic of Ethnic Violence in Former Yugoslavia, 143 – 172. In The Anthropology of Europe: Identities and Boundaries in Conflict, eds. Victoria Goddard, Josep Llobera and Cris Shore. Oxford: Berg.

Chagnon, Napoleon. 1988. Life Histories, Blood Revenge and Warfare in a Tribal Population. Science n.s. 239 (Feb. 26): 985-92. 

Gibbons, Ann. 2004. Chimpanzee Gang Warfare. Science n.s. 304 (May 7):818-19. 

Goldstein, Joshua. 1987. The Emperor's New Genes: Sociobiology and War. International Studies Quarterly 31(1):33-44. 

Goldstein, Joshua. 2001. Chapter 5: Heroes: The Making of Militarized Masculinity, 251-331. In War and Gender. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Hoge et al. 2004. Combat Duty in Iraq and Afghanistan, Mental Health Problems, and Barriers to Care. New England Journal of Medicine 351(1):13-22. 

Shaw, R. Paul and Yuwo Wong. 1987. Ethnic Mobilization and the Seeds of Warfare: An Evolutionary Perspective. International Studies Quarterly 31(1):5-31.
Schedule & Outline

Week One
Introduction
18 Jan
Course Introduction. Opening Exercises. Course Admin.

Week Two 
Violence and Biology
23 Jan
De Wall 1990, 1 – 33

25 Jan
De Wall 1990, 35 – 88; Gibbons 2004, 818 - 819
Week Three
Sociobiology & It’s Critique
30 Jan
De Wall 1990, 89 – 142; Shaw and Wong 1987, 5 – 31
1 Feb
De Wall 1990, 143 – 272; Goldstein 1987, 33 – 44, Chagnon 1988, 985 – 982120
Week Four
Warless Societies
6 Feb
Kelly 2000, 1 - 40
8 Feb
Kelly 2000, 41 - 119
Week Five
Warless Societies
13 Feb
Kelly 2000, 121 – 161 (Dead Birds)
15 Feb
Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Milgram) 2004, 145 – 149; First Research Assignment Due; 


Second 
Assignment Available
Week Six
Why do People Kill?
20 Feb
Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Hinton) 2004, 157 - 168
22 Feb
Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Rosaldo) 2004, 150 - 156

Week Seven
Nationalism, Atrocity, Violence
27 Feb
Anderson 1983, 11 – 49; Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Scheper-Hughes) 2004, 175 - 185

1 Mar
Borneman 1998, 273 – 318; Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Malkki) 2004, 129 - 138; Film: Shoah, Part 1 


(first half)
Week Eight
Genocide
6 Mar
Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Levi) 2004, 83 – 90; Bowman 1996, 143 – 172; Film: Shoah, Part 2 


(second half) Third Research Assignment Available
8 Mar
Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Arendt) 2004, 91 – 100; Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Browning) 2004, 


101 – 108
Spring Break: No Classes March 10 - 18

Week Nine
Militarization
20 Mar
Lutz 2002, 1 - 86
22 Mar
Lutz 2002, 87 – 130. Third Research Assignment Due
Week Ten
Militarization
27 Mar
Lutz 2002, 131 – 170; Adorno 1998, 191 - 204
29 Mar
Lutz 2002, 171 – 253
Week Eleven
Gender & Violence
3 Apr
Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Bourdieu) 2004, 339 – 342; Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Bourgeois) 


2004, 343 – 347; Film: TBA
5 Apr
Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Cohen) 2004, 354 - 362
Week Twelve
Everyday Violence
10 Apr
Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Bourdieu & Wacquant) 2004, 272 – 274; Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois 


(Farmer) 2004, 281 – 289; Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Klimenberg) 2004, 308 - 317

12 Apr
Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Scheper-Hughes) 2004, 275 – 280; Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois 



(Quesada) 2004, 290 – 296; Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Bourgois) 2004, 301 - 307
Week Thirteen
Torture, Terror & State Terror
17 Apr
Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Scarry) 2004, 365 – 367; Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Taussig) 2004, 


171 – 174; Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Taussig) 2004, 269 - 272

19 Apr
Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Feldman) 2004, 207 – 216; Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Robben) 2004, 


200 - 207
Week Fourteen

24 Apr 
Founder’s Day, NO CLASSES
26 Apr
Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Chomsky) 2004, 271 – 223; Scheper-Hughes and Bourgois (Green) 2004, 


186 - 195
Week Fifteen
1 May
TBA
3 May
TBA
Week Sixteen

8 May
TBA
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