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Summary
The Anthropology of War and the Possibility of Peace. Few human activities have had impacts more profound than war. The fighting of wars has been widely associated with group identity, patriotism and responsibility. In the contemporary American context, the fighting of wars has become a spectacle, attracting vast television audiences. War, however, is not just something in the news. As an activity it is deeply entangled with art and literature, science, economics and religion. Arguably it has also played an important role in our recent evolutionary history. In this course students will consider evidence and formulate answers to questions concerning the historical origins, proximate causes and social meaning of war. Both war and peace as activities that societies prepare for will be examined in a cross-cultural perspective. 

This course will consider the impact of war on social organization and the social production of gendered persons. It will look at the impact of war and war-preparation on group cohesion, social inequality and mental health. Readings will include a mixture of historical, ethnographic, literary and theoretical texts. There will be a strong emphasis on seminar-style discussion driven by written responses to the readings. Discussions will be punctuated by contextualizing lectures, films and student presentations.
Requirements and Expectations
Prerequisites. Either the permission of the instructor or prior completion of ANTH 100 is required for admission to this course.
Attendance. Students are expected to attend every meeting of the seminar and to come to class prepared to participate in the discussions. Students who must miss class for any reason, including religious obligations, should inform the instructor before class begins.
Readings. It is vital that students keep up with the reading assignments. Typically each session will pair a theoretical or ethnographic/cross-cultural reading with an historical or literary text. 
Participation. Students are expected to participate in class discussions, offering comments and questions and responding to each other.
Late Work. Late work will not be accepted except in the case of emergency or by prior arrangement and/or in accord with Beloit College academic policy.
Assignments
Mid-Term Paper. This paper will compare/contrast/analyze two or three of the readings done to this point. Mid-term papers should be referenced in American Anthropologist style (see handout). Midterm papers should be 1000 – 1500 words in length (4 to 6 pages) in standard manuscript form (double spaced, 1-inch margins, size 12 type, printed on one side of the paper, with page numbers and your name at the top, no cover sheet necessary, stapled in the upper left-hand corner). Mid-Term papers will be due at the beginning of class on Wednesday, October 13 and will be worth 50 points, or 25% of the course grade.
Final Paper. This paper will be an opportunity for each student to explore the ideas raised over the course of the semester in more depth. Each student will chose a topic related to the Anthropology of War, broadly construed, and write a research paper referenced in American Anthropologist style (see handout). The final paper should be 2,500 to 5,000 words in length (10 to 20 pages) in standard manuscript form (double spaced, 1-inch margins, size 12 type, printed on one side of the paper, with page numbers and your name at the top, no cover sheet necessary, stapled in the upper left-hand corner). The final paper will be worth 100 points and 50% of the course grade. There are a number of due dates associated with the paper.
Topic Proposal Deadline. Proposals will be due in class on Wednesday, September 15 and should be 250 to 500 words in length including a short bibliography (at least 3 to 5 items). Proposals should lay out the topic you have chosen and your basic approach to the issues involved. I don’t expect your proposal to be the definitive statement on the topic, but your initial take on the issues and how you plan to approach them should be anticipated. A sign up sheet will be circulated and students will make an appointment to discuss their proposals with me the week of September 20 – 24. The proposal with attached bibliography will be worth 20 points, or 10% of the course grade.
Final Deadline. Completed papers will be due no later than Monday, December 20, by 4 PM, in my office. Late papers will not be accepted without prior arrangement except in the case of emergency as defined in Beloit College academic policy. (Note: Though it is not required, I am willing to read and comment on rough drafts submitted to me by December 10.)
Reading Presentation/Response.  Approximately once each week after week one, students will be scheduled either to begin a class discussion by making a short presentation addressing the readings for that week, or formally respond to such a presentation. Presentations should be approximately 10 to 15 minutes in length. The presentation should be given from written notes (that will be submitted at the end of the class) and address the major issues raised in the readings. These presentations will be worth 20 points, or 10% of the course grade. Responses should be approximately 5 minutes in length and based on careful, active listening and note-taking during the presentation. In class responses will be worth 10 points, or 5% of the course grade.

Attendance. Though points will not be assigned for attending class, attendance will be taken into consideration in grading where a student is between grades. For example, a student who regularly attends classes (missing none except by prior arrangement or due to emergency), might have a borderline grade (between, for example, a B+ and an A-) bumped up to the next higher grade. Students with numerous unarranged absences will be referred to the Dean’s office.
Exams

Exams. There will be no exams for this course.
Grading Summary

Course grades will be based on the following criteria:
Midterm Paper



50 points
Final Paper

 


100 points
Final Paper Proposal/Bibliography

20 points
Reading Presentation


20 points
Reading Response



10 points
This makes for a total of 200 points that students can possibly earn. Letter grades will be assigned based on the number of points earned as follows: (Note, students will not be graded on a curve, but against a set standard of points earned.)
185 - 200 
= 
A
181 – 184
=
A-

179 – 183
=
B+

164 – 178
=
B

161 – 164
=
B-

156 – 160
=
C+

140 – 155
=
C
136 – 139
=
C-

131 – 135
=
D+

116 – 130
=
D

below 116
=
F

Course Materials

Books for Purchase. These books are available at the campus bookstore. Note that used copies can often be purchased from online venders at substantially reduced prices. They can also be found on reserve in the Morse Library. The bulk of assigned readings will come from these sources.
Clausewitz, Carl von. 1982. On War, Abridged Edition. New York: Penguin Books. 
Cooke, Miriam and Angela Woollacoot, editors. 1993. Gendering War Talk. Princeton: Princeton University Press.
Hedges, Chris. 2003. War is a Force that Gives Us Meaning.  New York: Anchor Books.

Huntington, Samuel P.. 1957. The Soldier and the State: The Theory and Politics of Civil-Military Relations. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press.
Jünger, Ernst. 2003. Storm of Steel. Trans. Michael Hofmann. New York: Penguin Books.

Keeley, Lawrence H. 1997. War before Civilization: The Myth of the Peaceful Savage. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Kelly, Raymond C. 2000. Warless Societies and the Origin of War. Ann Arbor, Mich.: University of Michigan Press.
Sponsel, Leslie E. and Thomas Gregor, editors. 1994. The Anthropologyof Peace and Nonviolence. London: Lynne Rienner Publishers.

Other readings. Additional readings will either be easily available through the library, either in print or electronic editions, or in electronic form via the course web page.
Adorno, Theodor W. 1998. Education After Auschwitz, 191-204. In Critical Models, Interventions, and Catchwords. New York: Columbia University Press. (Available through the course webpage.)

Anderson, Benedict. 1983. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. London: Verso, 11-49. (Available through the course webpage.)

Baum, Dan. 2004. The Price of Valor. New Yorker (July 12 & 19), 44-52. (Available in the library.)

Beckerman, Gal. 2004. In their Skin. Columbia Journalism Review (March/April): 40-43.

Borneman, John. 1998. Toward a Theory of Ethnic Cleansing: Territorial Sovereignty, Heterosexuality, and Europe, 273 – 318. In Subversions of International Order: Studies in the Political Anthropology of Culture. Albany: State University of New York. (Available through the course webpage.)
Bowman, Glen. 1996. Xenophobia, Fantasy and Nation: The Logic of Ethnic Violence in Former Yugoslavia, 143 – 172. In The Anthropology of Europe: Identities and Boundaries in Conflict, eds. Victoria Goddard, Josep Llobera and Cris Shore. Oxford: Berg. (Available through the course webpage.)

Chagnon, Napoleon. 1988. Life Histories, Blood Revenge and Warfare in a Tribal Population. Science n.s. 239 (Feb. 26): 985-92. (Available through JSTOR.)

Faludi, Susan. 1999. Chapter 6: Gone to Soldiers, Every One: The Vietnam War that No One Dodged, 291-406. In Stiffed: The Betrayal of the American Man. New York: William Morrow. (Available through course webpage.)

Gibbons, Ann. 2004. Chimpanzee Gang Warfare. Science n.s. 304 (May 7):818-19. (Available in the Library.)
Goldstein, Joshua. 1987. The Emperor's New Genes: Sociobiology and War. International Studies Quarterly 31(1):33-44. (Available online through JSTOR.)
Goldstein, Joshua. 2001. Chapter 5: Heroes: The Making of Militarized Masculinity, 251-331. In War and Gender. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. (Available on the course homepage.)

Habermas, Jurgen. 1997. 1989 in the Shadow of 1945: On the Normality of a Future Berlin Republic, 161-181. In A Berlin Republic: Writings on Germany. Lincoln: University of Nebraska. (Available through course webpage.)

Hoge et al. 2004. Combat Duty in Iraq and Afghanistan, Mental Health Problems, and Barriers to Care. New England Journal of Medicine 351(1):13-22. (Available in library.)
Homer. The Iliad. Any English translation. (Available online or through the library.)
Peristiany, J. G. and Julian Pitt-Rivers. 1992. Introduction, 1-18. In Honor and Grace in Anthropology, eds. J. G. Peristiany and Julian Pitt-Rivers. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. (Available through the course webpage.)

Shaw, R. Paul and Yuwo Wong. 1987. Ethnic Mobilization and the Seeds of Warfare: An Evolutionary Perspective. International Studies Quarterly 31(1):5-31. (Available online through JSTOR.)

Theweleit, Klaus. 1987. Male Fantasies: Volume 1: Women, Floods, Bodies, History, trans. Stephen Conway. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 3-69. (Available through the course webpage.)
Schedule & Outline
Week One 

Class 1: Introduction to the Anthropology of War (Wed., 1 Sep 2004)
A. Admin: General overview of the course, administrative policies and grading.
B. Lecture: What is War? What is the Anthropology of War?
Week Two 
Class 2: Evolution and War (Mon., 6 Sep 2004)
A. Lecture: Origins of War Considered
Readings: Gibbons 2004, 818-19; Shaw & Wong 1987, 5-31; Knauft (in Sponsel & Gregor 1994), 37-68.
Class 3: Evolution and War (Wed., 8 Sep 2004)

A. Student Presentation and Discussion
B. Lecture: A critique of sociobiology
Readings: Goldstein 1987, 33-44; Goldschmidt (in Sponsel & Gregor 1994), 109-132
Week Three
Class 4: Brutal Savages/Peaceful Savages (Mon., 13 Sep 2004)
A. Lecture: Primitivism and Reading the Self through the Other
B. Film: The Ax Fight
Readings: Chagnon 1988, 985-92; Keeley 1996, preface & 1-39; Kelly 2000, preface & 1-39.
Class 5: Peaceful Possibilities (Wed., 15 Sep 2004)
A. Student Presentation and Discussion

B. Lecture: Defining War vs. Defining Violence
Readings: Keeley 1996, 41-70; Kelly 2000, 41-74; Briggs (in Sponsel & Gregor 1994), 155-82
Week Four
Class 6: Warfare in Traditional Societies (Mon., 20 Sep 2004)
A. Film: Dead Birds
B. Lecture: Violence as the Mode of Cultural Difference
Readings: Keely 1996, 83-141; Kelly 2000, 75-120

Class 7: Peacefare in Traditional Societies (Wed., 22 Sep 2004)
A. Student Presentation and Discussion
B. Coevolution: War, Peace & Human Society
Readings: Kelly 2000, 121-162; Lizot (in Sponsel & Gregor 1995), 213-240
Week Five
Class 8: War and Meaning in the “West” (Mon., 27 Sep 2004)
A. Lecture: War, Myth and Symbol
Readings: Homer, Books 1-5; Tritle 2000, 34-79
Class 9: Heroes, Patriotism and Identity (Wed., 29 Sep 2004)
A. Student Presentation and Discussion
B. Lecture: The Attraction of War
Readings: Homer, Books 6-10; Tritle 2000, 101-123
Week Six
Class 10: War, Gender and Identity (Mon., 4 Oct 2004)
A. Lecture: Do Real Men Kill People?
Readings: Goldstein 2001, 251-331; Hedges 2002, 122-156
Class 11: War, Gender and Nationalism (Wed., 6 Oct 2004)
A. Student Presentation and Discussion
B. Lecture: Peace and Gender and Possibility
Readings: Cohn (in Cooke & Woollacott 1993), 227-46; Rosenberg (in Cooke & Woolacott, 1993), 43-66
Week Seven
Class 12: War, Gender and Nationalism (cont.) (Mon., 11 Oct 2004)
A. Lecture: Rhetoric and the Construction of the Other
B. Film: Hearts and Minds
Readings: Bowman 1996, 143-172; Cooke (in Cooke & Woolacott, 1993), 177-204
Class 13: Culture and War  (Wed., 13 Oct 2004)
A. Student Presentation and Discussion
B. Review & Recap: Culture, War, Evolution and Identity
Readings: Keely 1996, 143-202
Mid-Term Break  (October 16 – 24)
Week Eight
Class 14: War and the West (Mon., 25 Oct 2004)
A. Lecture: The View from the 21st Century: A Brief Overview of War since the Treaty of Westphalia
Readings: Jünger 2003, 1-110; Clausewitz, Book 1 (page numbers vary by edition)
Class 15: Rise of the Nation-State (Wed., 27 Oct 2004)
A. Student Presentation and Discussion
B. Ethnographic Film: OCAMO IS MY TOWN (Yanomamo Series)

Readings: Jünger 2003, 111-191; Anderson 1983, 11-49
Week Nine
Class 16: The Modern Military (Mon., 1 Nov 2004)
A. Lecture: Role of the Military in Making the “Modern”
Readings: Clausewitz, Book 3 (page numbers vary by edition); Jünger 2003, 192-287;
Huntington 1957, 19-58

Class 17: Liberalism and the Military (Wed., 3 Nov 2004)
A. Student Presentation and Discussion

B. Lecture: The Liberal Tradition and Civilian Control
Readings: Huntington 1957, 80-97 & 143-162
Week 10
Class 18: War and Imagination (Mon., 8 Nov 2004)
A. Lecture: How We See the World Through WAr
B. Film: Full Metal Jacket, First Half
Readings: Boose (in Cooke & Woolacott 1993), 67-108; Theweleit 1987, 3-69
Class 19: War and Imagination (Wed., 10 Nov 2004)
A. Student Presentation and Discussion
B. Film: Full Metal Jacket, Second Half
Readings: Borneman 1998, 273 – 318
Week 11
Class 20: The Sacred Dead (Mon., 15 Nov 2004)
A. Lecture: War and the Construction of the National Sacred
Readings: Peristiany and Pitt-Rivers 1992, 1-18; ;  Tritle 2000, 143-164; Hedges 2002, 157-186
Class 21: The Casualties (Wed., 17 Nov 2004)
A. Student Presentation and Discussion
B. Film: First Blood (first half)
Readings: Faludi 1999, 291-406
Week 12
Class 22: Memory and Trauma (Mon., 22 Nov 2004)
A. Lecture: PTSD and Cultural Fallout
B. Film: Taxi Driver
Readings: Baum 2004, 44-52; Hoge et al 2004, 13-22, Tritle 2000, 165-183
Class 23: War and Belonging (Wed., 24 Nov 2004)
A. Lecture: The Pressures to War
Readings: Adorno 1998, 191-204; Tritle 2000, 184-198; Habermas 1997, 161-181
Week 13
Class 24: Militarism and Alternatives (Mon., 29 Nov 2004)
A. Lecture: Peace, Politics and Militarism: A Feminist Alternative?
Readings: Ruddick (in Cooke and Woolacott 1993), 109-127; Huntington 1957, 456-468
Class 25: Peace & War Today (Wed., 1 Dec 2004)
A. Student Presentation and Discussion
B. Frontline Documentary on the War
Readings: Hedges 2002, Introduction & 1-42; Beckerman 2004, 40-43
Week 14
Class 26: Peace & War Today (Mon., 6 Dec 2004)
A. Lecture: Limits to War and Peace
Readings: Hedges 2002, 43-121; Michel (in Cooke & Woolacott 1993), 260-282
Class 27: Violence and National Unity (Wed., 8 Dec 2004)
A. Student Presentation and Discussion
B. Film: Platoon
Readings: Theweleit 1993 (in Cooke and Woolacott), 283-316
Week 15
Class 28: Prospects for Peace & War (Mon., 13 Dec 2004)
A. Lecture: Lessons of Cross-Cultural and Evolutionary Perspective
Readings: Sponsel (in Sponsel and Gregor 1994), 1-36
Class 29: Thoughts on Biology and Culture (Wed., 15 Dec 2004)
A. Student Presentation and Discussions
Readings: none
Final Paper Due:  Monday, December 20, 2004, 4PM, Godfrey 111
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