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Summary
Race, Demographics & White Identity Politics in America. Will the large-scale influx of new immigrants to the United States from Latin America, Asia and Africa radically transform American race-relations and democratic practice? Or will new immigrants be absorbed into an existing racial paradigm? Race has been the problem of American politics since the founding the country. This course will examine the idea of race, the politics that have grown up around race in the U.S., and various theories of identity and identity politics. The approach of the course will be to combine historical, ethnographic and theoretical studies together in an attempt to place the current shape of American racial politics in a larger, anthropological perspective. The primary ethnographic focus of the course, particularly in the second half of the semester, what I refer to as “white nationalism”—an emergent politics of a specifically and explicitly “white” American identity. Before addressing white nationalism, however, the course will provide a thorough grounding in the history of American race relations and, in particular, the American Civil Rights movement.
Objectives and Expectations
Course Objectives: This course will familiarize students with (1) the theoretical literature dealing with identity and identity politics, (2) the history of race and racism in the United States, and (3) the specific place of a white nationalism in contemporary American race and immigration politics.
Prerequisites. Introductory cultural anthropology or the permission of the instructor.
Attendance. Students are expected to attend every class and to come to class prepared to participate in the discussions—classroom participation will constitute a significant portion of the course grade. Any student who must miss a class for any reason (including religious obligations) should inform the instructor before class begins.

Readings. Unless otherwise indicated all readings are mandatory and must be completed before class. Students will be responsible for submitting a weekly written précis of assigned readings except as indicated (see below).

Participation. This course will be conducted seminar style with discussion and cooperative analysis of required texts will be the dominant mode of presentation. In order to get the most out of this course students should plan to spend significant amounts of time preparing for discussions.

Late Work. I reserve the right to refuse to accept or to grade down late work except in the case of emergency or by prior arrangement and/or in accord with college academic policy. Students who have documented special needs should contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester.
Assignments
Weekly Reading Précis. Beginning week two students will be responsible for writing a short analytic summary of readings for that week. These writings will be posted to a weblog, accessible by both the instructor and other students in the course (detailed instructions on how to set up your weblog can be found on the course home page and I will go over this in class). 

These précis will be due (posted to your blog) no later that 9 AM the Monday before they will be discussed in class. This will both force you to stay current with the reading and allow you to review each others thinking on the issues.
Notes: The first blog is due on Monday, January 24, dealing with the readings for week two. There will be no blogs due the last two weeks of class, weeks 14 (April 25 – 29) and week 15 (May 2 – 6). Also the blog for Week 5 will be due by 9 AM Wednesday (Feb. 16, 2005), instead of Monday, since the class will not be meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2005.

Each precise should be 250 to 750 words in length and provide commentary that both addresses the main points of the various authors and makes some attempt to compare authorial perspectives where appropriate, or apply the theory in question to a familiar social circumstance. 
Instructions for setting up and posting to your can be found on the course homepage. (Note: If you have trouble setting up your weblog, contact me immediately; if for any reason your weblog is non-functional, you should send me a copy of your work cut and pasted into the body of an email). I will provide commentary in the same format. Note that work received after the deadline will be graded down accordingly.
Analytical Papers. In addition to the weekly writing, students will write two formal analytical essays. These papers will take up a substantial theme from the reading and develop it into an essay the perspectives of the various authors when read together. More than just compare and contrast however, I want you to use these papers to develop your own thinking about the issues in question. No outside of class research will be necessary to complete these papers. Analytical essays will be due in class on Thursday, March 3, 2005 (the last class before Spring Break) and on Tuesday, May 3, 2005 (the last regular day of class). I will have more to say about writing an analytical essay as we approach the first due date.
Classroom Participation. Students are expected to participate in classroom discussions. You should come to every class with reading notes, ready to answer questions from the instructor or other students, to ask questions of your own, and to raise relevant issues related to the texts being studied. This participation will constitute 20% of the course grade, weighted 50% toward attendance and 50% toward active participation.
Exams

There are no exams for this course.
Grading Summary

Course grades will be based on the following criteria:
12 Weekly Précis

5 points each (70 points total)
First Analytic Paper

25 points
Second Analytic Paper
25 points
Classroom Participation
30 points



This makes for a total of 150 points that students can possibly earn. Letter grades will be assigned based on the number of points earned as follows: (Note: students will not be graded on a curve, but against a set standard of points earned.)
139 - 150 
= 
A
136 - 138
=
A-

133 - 135
=
B+

123 – 132
=
B

120 – 122
=
B-

117 - 119
=
C+

105 - 116
=
C
102 - 104
=
C-

99 – 101
=
D+

88 - 98

=
D

below 88
=
F

Course Materials

Course Bibliography. For a comprehensive bibliography of all materials that will be used in the course, see the bibliography link on the course home page.
Books for Purchase.  The following texts should be purchased for this course. They are available through the bookstore and often may be found less expensively through online used book dealers.
Allen, Theodore W. 1994. The Invention of the White Race, Vol. 1: Racial Oppression and Social Control. New York: Verso.

Fraser, Steven. 1995. The Bell Curve Wars: Race, Intelligence, and the Future of America. New York: Basic Books.

Marx, Anthony. 1998. Making Race and Nation: A Comparison of South Africa, the United States, and Brazil. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Swain, Carol. 2002. The New White Nationalism in America: Its Challenge to Integration. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Swain, Carol. 2003. Contemporary Voices of White Nationalism in America. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Torres, Rodolfo, Louis F. Miron, and Jonathan Xavier Inda, eds. 1999. Race, Identity, and Citizenship: A Reader. Oxford: Blackwell.
Electronic Reserves. Besides these books there are a large number of essays and excerpts required for the course. These are available via the electronic reserves link on the course home page http://www.slgardiner.com/ANTH375/ANTH375.htm. Please note that to access these pages you must enter the user name student and the password emic. Also note that although it is possible to read these materials online, it is much more productive to print them out and work with them as conventional documents and they are laid out for that purpose. If you have trouble accessing electronic reserves please contact me immediately.
Schedule & Outline
A detailed week-by-week schedule of course readings and themes is available via a link on the home page (see above).
Note that in addition to the readings, discussions and lectures I may show a number of movies in class and/or invite one or more guest lecturers to appear and reserve the right to make adjustments in the weekly schedule.
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